HUM 2310 Mythology 
Poinciana Campus
Course Syllabus and Classroom Policies
Fall 2023


	PROFESSOR:  
	Michael (Mike) Christopher
	CRN:
	15169 (08/21/2023-12/10/2023)

	OFFICE LOCATION:
	Digital
	CREDIT HOURS:
	3

	OFFICE PHONE:
	Google Voice 407-760-3883
	CLASS MEETINGS:
	F2F Bldg 100, Rm 202 @ 11:30am-12:45pm Tues/Thur. 

	EMAIL:  
	mchristopher2@valenciacollege.edu 
or via Canvas email (Preferred)
	OFFICE HOURS: 
	Virtual or by appointment with location Email me for appointment times, though meeting before or after class works too, or via Zoom.



[bookmark: _Toc445741282]COURSE OVERVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc353966778]
[bookmark: _Hlk123807613]Course Description
HUM 2310 is an initial introduction to Mythology. The course focuses on various myths from across the world.

Course Catalog Description: 
MYTHOLOGY Prerequisite: Minimum grade of C in ENC 1101 or ENC 1101H or IDH 1110 Examines world mythology in comparative perspective, analyzes myths with a variety of methods, and considers the application of mythological ideas and symbols in the humanities. Students must demonstrate college-level writing skills through multiple assignments. Minimum grade of C required if used to satisfy Gordon Rule requirement.

Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of ENC 1101 (Freshman Composition I).

Major Topics / Learning Outcomes
By the end of the semester, the student will have met the following learning objectives:
1. The student will be able to compose multiple essays using varied rhetorical strategies, with a clearly developed thesis, relevant concrete supporting details, and a logical conclusion.
2. The student will be able to access research materials, determining if those materials are relevant or academically sound.
3. The student will be able to identify strengths and weaknesses in writing, not only in the student’s own work, but in the works of the student’s peers.
4. The student will be able to read primary and secondary source material critically.

Core Competencies of a Valencia Graduate
Valencia’s Student Core Competencies are complex abilities that are considered the essential elements of a successful student.  This course will help you develop and demonstrate the abilities to: (1) think clearly, critically, reflectively, and creatively; (2) communicate with others verbally and in written form; (3) make reasoned value judgments and responsible commitments; and (4) act purposefully, reflectively, and responsibly.  Our goal is to provide these global competencies in the context of application; this means that students will be required to understand problems and effectively communicate an appropriate solution.  

Canvas
The entirety of this course will take place online using Canvas. It is recommended that you review the tutorials before beginning this material, and set up your phone or e-mail to give alerts for Canvas (support 407-582-5600). To manage notifications by text, log into Canvas (https://online.valenciacollege.edu/login/canvas) and click on:
· Account
· Settings – Other Contact – Contact Method (right side of screen) – enter text information – Register SMS
· A text will go to your phone with a code to enter to confirm your number
· Notifications – select the notifications that you want and where the notification should go to

Canvas also has a mobile app!  Download the app, click Find My School, search for Valencia College, and enter your Atlas login.  Click “allow” to enable notifications.

Required Course Materials/Textbooks
Jennifer Taylor, Ph.D., An Intro To Comparative Mythology, Third Edition
 ISBN 9781792409622

Educational Supplies 
These supplies are not required but are strongly recommended. A student should own or have access to a current edition of a college-level dictionary and thesaurus. If you cannot obtain a copy, you should have access to a computer or smart phone with online capabilities; I can recommend a number of websites to you (www.webster.com, www.wiktionary.org, or www.dictionary.com are excellent starting points). I’d also recommend purchasing a flash drive (small portable USB storage device) to assist in storing papers (this is a helpful tool through the rest of college). You may also want to investigate online cloud-based storage sites, like Google Drive or Dropbox. Additionally, students should bring a blue or black pen to each class and have access to paper – we will be completing exercises in class. Any paper will do just fine, so long as it absorbs ink and can be handed in. Alternatively, having a laptop or tablet that can e-mail/message me the assignment will be acceptable.


CLASSROOM POLICIES

Attendance/Participation & Withdrawal Policy for Face-to-Face Classes
[bookmark: _Hlk123030052]This is a Face-to-Face course that is also managed through Canvas and you must have access to the Internet to complete the course requirements. Your online attendance will be checked each week based on your participation in the course and submission of coursework.  Students are expected to actively participate in all classroom discussions and activities as it will affect your performance in this course (students who are actively involved in course material tend to be more successful). Be prepared to discuss all materials in each module: take notes while reading at home, complete all assigned tasks on the weekly schedule, and have at least one question or comment about assigned readings every module. There are required Zoom meetings/recordings for this course that require discussion. Notifications/Updates are given across the course semester.
[bookmark: _Hlk124077709]Phones/recording devices are not used in this course except to strictly record the professor and to make use of a digital version of the textbook if needed or course materials. Otherwise, after repeated phone/device use within the course, Valencia Security will remove persons from the classroom. Course work is not to be done/submitted over phones, as problems can occur. 
My Attendance/Participation & Withdrawal Policies:
Course Syllabus Update - Intellectual Freedom and Viewpoint Diversity
Students may record video or audio of class lectures for their own personal educational use. A class lecture is defined as a planned presentation by a college faculty member or instructor, during a scheduled class, delivered for the purpose of transmitting knowledge or information that is reasonably related to the pedagogical objective of the course in which the student is enrolled. Recording class activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to class discussions, student presentations, labs, academic exercises involving student participation, and private conversations, is prohibited. Recordings may not include the image or voice of other students in the class, may not be used as a substitute for class participation and class attendance, and may not be published or shared without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a violation of the College’s Student Code of Conduct.
After the 4th absence, a student may be withdrawn from the course and is no longer credited with any further course work. Classroom attendance, activity, and punctuality are vital to academic success. Be academically active and submit the assignments on the due dates to meet the academic requirements. In the event of an absence, students are responsible for making up any missed work, as well as keeping up with announcements made during class time. You must be present physically, mentally and be responsive. Any actions which demonstrate you are not “present” or in any manner prohibit others from learning may result in a lowered grade and/or removal from the classroom.
· Students are expected to attend both of the class, twice per week for at least 30 minutes (MINIMUM) to be considered actively participating in the course. 


· If you are unable to participate in the course due to illness, family emergency, etc., please communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan to complete any missed assignments so that your learning can progress in your course. In the case of a prolonged absence, please communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan for the best course of action.
· If you do not attend the course or even the course's Canvas website or contact me letting me know of your absence for a period of seven (7) consecutive days, you will be contacted, and if there is no communication within 48 hours, you may be withdrawn from the course up until the withdraw deadline. After the withdraw deadline, students with an absence of more than 7 days will receive the final grade that is earned according to the course grading policy.


· OSD Students:  If you require any special accommodations for the course, do not hesitate to let me know. You have my permission to tape record anything in the course; any additional accommodations must go through the Office for Students with Disabilities. 
See Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals, Policy 1001.64, F.S.
Regarding HB7
As a registered student in this class, you assume the responsibility for conducting yourself in a manner that contributes positively to Valencia’s learning community as described in the Student Code of Conduct. My role as an instructor is to facilitate academic discussions and promote critical thinking about sometimes challenging and uncomfortable facts and ideas. Your peers and instructor may share diverse ideas and viewpoints, or we may differ in our ideas and viewpoints, but we will always be respectful of other opinions as provided by the law and as expected in an academic environment. No lesson is intended to espouse, promote, advance, inculcate, compel a particular feeling, perception, viewpoint, or belief in a concept. Concepts as presented are not endorsed by the instructor but are presented as part of the larger course of instruction. Should a student feel uncomfortable with how course content is presented or discussed, please contact the instructor for further conversation.
Communication Policy
[bookmark: _Hlk124078017]Communication is the key to success in any course and it's important to remember that the first thing you should do if you have a question, concern, or issue (academic or non-academic) is to contact me.  Please use the Canvas course email for all communication and allow 1-2 business days for email responses. I will be checking and responding to emails throughout the week. You make an appointment to meet with me online via Zoom in Canvas. Be aware, Announcements will be made regularly and we will have the Zoom recordings among other items of importance!

Student Illness Syllabus Statement
If you are unable to participate in the course due to illness, family emergency, etc., please communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan to complete any missed assignments so that your learning can progress in your course. In the case of a prolonged online absence, please communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan for the best course of action.

“No Show” Status for F2F, Mixed-Mode, Online Classes
[bookmark: _Hlk92100687]If you do not log into the course and complete the academically required attendance assignment in Canvas during the first week of the semester, you will be withdrawn from the class as a "No Show." Participation is required for online classes; students who are not actively participating in an online class and/or do not submit the required attendance activity or assignment by the scheduled due date must be withdrawn by the instructor at the end of the first week as a "No Show". If you are withdrawn as a “No Show,” you will be financially responsible for the class and a final grade of “WN” will appear on your transcript for the course. A Mandatory Attendance Assignment is due by 11:58 pm on 09/07/2023-September 07, 2023, in both the Canvas Assignment and Quizzes sections of our Canvas Course page. If you do not complete this Syllabus Quiz, you are withdrawn from the course. Students MUST complete the Syllabus Quiz by 11:58 pm on September 07, 2023, to prevent being dropped from the course per the “No Show” policy. If this assignment is not completed, students are withdrawn from the course per Valencia College’s “No Show” policy.

Class Participation in an Online Class
[bookmark: _Hlk47625771]Students are expected to actively participate in online activities and classroom activities. This will affect your performance in this course (students who are actively involved in course material tend to be more successful). Be prepared to discuss all materials in each module: take notes while reading at home, complete all assigned tasks on the weekly schedule, and have at least one question or comment about assigned readings every module. Please come to class and appointed Zoom meetings prepared, meaning that you have a utensil or device for taking notes, have all required course material, and are prepared to be actively engaged in the course. Reading assignments should be completed prior to the class period where they will be discussed.  All assignments must be submitted by designated deadlines on the academic calendar and the Canvas calendar on the Canvas Home page. We plan on having some guest speakers via Zoom through the course. Please prepare yourself for these meetings and to share with these guests!

Online Protocol
Students are expected to maintain proper decorum while online. Proper etiquette includes, but is not limited to, treating your fellow students with respect online, using appropriate language in all work submitted online, and acting the same way you would behave in a classroom – consider the digital classroom to be no different from the traditional classroom or professional workplace.

Withdrawal Policy
Per Valencia policyLinks to an external site., a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W. A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline. During a first or second attempt in the same course at Valencia, if you withdraw or are withdrawn by the professor, you will receive a non-punitive grade of “W” (Withdrawn).  You will not receive credit for the course, and the W will not be calculated in your grade point average; however, the enrollment will count in your total attempts in the specific course.  Students are not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline (see Important Dates and DeadlinesLinks to an external site. for details).
A student may be administratively withdrawn from the course due to violation of class attendance policy; if you are withdrawn administratively, you will receive a W. Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during the third or subsequent attempt to complete the course will be assigned a grade of F. Please note that withdrawal from a course may impact financial aid; it is strongly recommended a student consult with the professor, an adviser, and financial aid before withdrawing from the course.
   
International Students (F-1 or J-1 Visa)
Please be advised that withdrawal from this course due to attendance may result in the termination of your visa status if you fall below the full-time enrollment requirements of 12 credit hours.  Consult the International Student Service office for more information.



EVALUATION AND GRADING

Course Evaluation & Grading Scale
Evaluation and Grading: The following grading scale is used:  
A = 90-100 			A: 90% - 100%
B = 80-89				B: 80% - 89%
C = 70-79				C: 70% - 79%
D = 60-69				D: 60% - 69%
F = 59 & below			F: below 60%

Assignments, Papers, Quizzes and Exams: All submissions must be in Microsoft Word! 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk28439717]Mandatory Attendance Syllabus Quiz.
2. The 3 Muddiest Point worksheets from the chapter discussions/lessons. 
3. Quizzes/Exams – using multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank & True/False questions, as well as essay questions. 
4. Midterm Feedback which offers you thoughts and evaluation.
5. Participate and contribute to all learning activities - Actively participate in all work, learning and discussions (including completing readings prior to discussions) related to learning activities. 
6. Myth Paper(s) listed below. Gordon Rule Requirements: This course requires the student to write multiple college level writing assignments.  Completion with a final grade of “C” or better will partially satisfy the requirements of State Board of Education Rule 6A-10.30. Failure to complete ANY PORTION of the Gordon Rule Requirement will incur a grade of “D” or lower, no matter the student’s previous average. If Plagiarism or a grade below 70% occurs, a rewrite is required and the rewrite will automatically be reduced by a letter grade or 10 points. Thus, students ought to make use of the Librarian/Writing Tutors! Rewrite papers are due one week after student notification. A 0/Zero % Plagiarism is unacceptable due to advancements in AI technology & a rewrite is thus, required.
7. Participate and contribute to all learning activities - Actively participate in all work, learning and discussions (including completing readings prior to discussions) related to learning activities.   
Be a positive student and teammate—Conduct yourself in a professional and scholarly way that will enable peers and faculty to perceive you as a positive role model.

[bookmark: _Hlk48846899][bookmark: _Hlk48846981][bookmark: _Hlk48847006][bookmark: _Hlk48847022][bookmark: _Hlk48847040]Muddiest Point Homework Assignments: Students must choose 3 chapters from the Course Schedule and complete a 5-question worksheet (from Canvas) completing the Muddiest Point(s) of the chapter’s discussion or chapter reading. Students must answer these questions: 1. Who are the characters and what are their importance to the Myth?, 2. How do you think that this Myth may have originated, what evidence do you think there was, why,?, 3. Do you think this Myth developed or stayed the same across time or ended/is no longer practiced, and was this Myth replaced by another (and if so, by what), why?, 4. “All the gods are within us” (Taylor 2), does this apply to you with this Myth, why?, 5. Is this Myth worth your belief and practice (Faith), why or why not? You must answer all of these questions within your questionnaire/worksheet (from Canvas) to earn full credit and this must be submitted to the Assignments section on our Canvas page. These Muddiest Point Chapter/Discussion Writings are worth 100 points each = 400 points from the 6 chapters discussed. You choose which 4 Muddiest Point discussions/chapters worksheets that you want to complete from the 6 chapters which we will cover through the course. They are due on the dates on our Calendar. All submissions must be in Microsoft Word, using the Muddiest Point Form! -Rubric on Canvas

For each Myth, consider not only the story, but its characters (divine, human, etc.) in all aspects, how these myths possibly originated, developed, continued, and for some, ended/are no longer practiced at all or in their former ways. Consider if you believe any of them, why you believe them (any evidence for your belief), why you don’t believe them (any evidence for your disbelief), what myths outside of those covered in our course do you believe (Myths are based in belief w/or without evidence and they involve some sort of practice = faith). Remember, as human beings, we all have beliefs whether we are aware of this or not. 

Midterm Feedback: (50 points). Once completing the Midterm Exam, students are to the Midterm Feedback document in which these three questions are answered: 1) “What do I like about this course?” 2) “What do I dislike about this course?” 3) “What do I think needs to change?” The Midterm Feedback is due on the Monday after the Midterm Exam is completed and are worth 10 points. All submissions, except the ppt/Prezi, must be in Microsoft Word! -Rubric on Canvas

PAPER(S) WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: There will be one main writing assignment, as well as some shorter essays on the quizzes & exams due during the course of the semester. The goal is to earn at least a 70% on the papers in order to demonstrate college level writing competency.
REQUIREMENTS: Each paper should contain a minimum of 4 full pages of writing plus a bibliography and a cover sheet.  Papers should be type or word-processed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins at top, bottom, and sides and 12 standard size print, preferably Times New Roman font, double-spaced. -Rubric on Canvas
· Paper due dates are given on the course calendar on our Canvas Home page.
· No Late Papers are accepted. Papers are due on Canvas. 
· Compare/Contrast Papers must have 1 of the Myths discussed in our course vs a myth from outside our course!
· Do not Procrastinate! DO NOT PLAGIARIZE = PAPER FAILURE
· SOURCES: Papers will be based on materials presented in class but might require a bit of research on the part of the student. If so, all sources must be appropriate for the college level. No encyclopedias, or internet (unless academic sites) will be accepted for the papers. That especially means NO WIKIPEDIA.
· The Bibliographies should contain a list of all sources used in standard Bibliographic entry format. These are the ones quoted from This paper requires a Bibliography.
· MLA Bibliographic entry format: Indent 5 spaces then write - Author’s name, last name first (Ex: Christopher, Michael). City: Publisher, Date.
· Minimum of 70% Grade is required on the Myth Paper to Pass this course!!! 
· If Plagiarism or a grade below 70% occurs, a rewrite is required and the rewrite will automatically be reduced by a letter grade or 10 points. Thus, students ought to make use of the Librarian/Writing Tutors! Rewrite papers are due one week after student notification. 
· A 0/Zero % Plagiarism is unacceptable due to advancements in AI technology & a rewrite is thus, required.
PAPER FORMAT: Try to view papers as expanded versions of the Five Paragraph Essay, obviously with the option of having more than five paragraphs!  There should be a distinct Introduction that provides general background information to your paper topic.  The Intro must include a well-defined Thesis Statement giving the purpose/intent of your paper and stating the examples to be focused on for support of your thesis statement. The Body of the paper should set forth and examine evidence that supports your thesis statement.  It should follow the order of your examples as set forth by the Thesis statement. The Conclusion of your paper should be a distinct paragraph after the Body.  The Conclusion should sum up your major points of evidence and demonstrate clear (logical) proof of your thesis statement. If Plagiarism or a grade below 70% occurs, a rewrite is required and the rewrite will automatically be reduced by a letter grade or 10 points. Thus, students ought to make use of the Librarian/Writing Tutors! Rewrite papers are due one week after student notification. A 0/Zero % Plagiarism is unacceptable due to advancements in AI technology & a rewrite is thus, required.
COVER SHEET: Papers must include a cover sheet with student’s name, assignment title, Course Name & # and CRN #.  This information should not be repeated on the first page of the paper. Numbering begins with the body of the paper and not on the cover sheet, numbers are in standard format (1, 2, 3, etc.) and placed at the top right of each page after the cover page.  
Feel free to be creative with your cover sheet.  Colorful decorations/illustrations are always appreciated and do much to soothe the soul of the weary professor AND makes your paper stand out from the general pile!! However, colorful decorations and artful designs will not make up for a lack of quality writing.
Papers will be graded based on Content and Grammar, so please spell-check AND proof-read your papers.  Papers should be proof-read and error free. Valencia College has writing tutors – use them!
PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED (Also discussed below).  If a paper is plagiarized it will be returned to the student as unacceptable.  Plagiarism in the paper of any sort will result in an “F” for the paper. If a student turns in a “recycled” paper—in other words, one that the professor has previously graded—it will receive a “0” with no chance for a rewrite. If Plagiarism or a grade below 70% occurs, a rewrite is required and the rewrite will automatically be reduced by a letter grade or 10 points. Thus, students ought to make use of the Librarian/Writing Tutors! Rewrite papers are due one week after student notification. A 0/Zero % Plagiarism is unacceptable due to advancements in AI technology & a rewrite is thus, required.

[bookmark: _Hlk28512676]GRADING CHART				
[bookmark: _Hlk28439055]Syllabus Quiz/Mandatory Attendance -100
3 Homework Writings	 - 300 points		
Quiz 1			-100 points
Midterm Exam		-100 points		
Midterm Feedback		 - 50 points		  
Paper #1			-100 points
Quiz 2			-100 points		
Final Exam			-100 points		
Total				-950 points

Exam/Quiz/Project/Late Work Make Up Policy
Make-up exams will be given in emergency situations, provided the instructor is notified within 24 hours before the exam. Please note that missing an exam will have an adverse effect on your grade.  Please also note that the final exam is required; missing the final exam will result in an automatic “0” on the final exam.

Homework and quizzes cannot be made up. If a student is absent on the day of a quiz or does not take it, that student will receive a “0” for the quiz. All of these assignments are already available on Canvas, and everything is due digitally.











Course Assignments

	Due Date
	Assignment
	Points
	Earned

	09/07/2023
	Syllabus Quiz/Mandatory Attendance
	100
	 

	Your Choice
	Muddiest Point assignment, your choice of the required four
	100
	

	Your Choice
	Muddiest Point assignment, your choice of the required four
	100
	

	Calendar
	Quiz 1 (Ch. 2 & 3)
	100
	

	Calendar
	Midterm Exam
	100
	

	Monday after Midterm
	Midterm Feedback
	50
	

	Your Choice
	Muddiest Point assignment, your choice of the required four
	100
	 

	
	Myth Paper 
	100
	

	Calendar
	Quiz 2 (Ch. 6 & 7)
	100
	

	12/7/2023
	Final Exam 10:00 am – 12:30 pm
	100
	

	
	950
	 



Extra Credit Assignments
None available



VALENCIA COLLEGE POLICIES & GENERAL INFORMATION

[bookmark: _Toc445741296]Important Valencia Website Links
· College Calendar:  https://valenciacollege.edu/academics/calendar/   
· Important Dates & Deadlines:  https://valenciacollege.edu/academics/calendar/  
· College Catalog:  http://valenciacollege.edu/catalog/ 
· Valencia Policy and Procedures:  http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/
· FERPA:  http://valenciacollege.edu/ferpa/

[bookmark: _Hlk92100785]Important Course and College Dates

https://valenciacollege.edu/academics/calendar/documents/2022-2023-academic-calendar.pdf  
https://valenciacollege.edu/academics/calendar/documents/2022-2023-important-dates-calendar.pdf  
Both calendars are on the course Canvas website.

NOTE:  Visit the following website for any changes to the current academic calendar year:  https://valenciacollege.edu/academics/calendar/  

Withdrawal Policy
Please see the date above for the withdrawal deadline.  During a first or second attempt in the same course at Valencia, if you withdraw or are withdrawn by the professor, you will receive a non-punitive grade of “W” (Withdrawn).  You will not receive credit for the course, and the W will not be calculated in your grade point average; however, the enrollment will count in your total attempts in the specific course.  Students are not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  A student may be administratively withdrawn from the course due to violation of class attendance policy; if you are withdrawn administratively, you will receive a W. Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during the third or subsequent attempt to complete the course will be assigned a grade of F. Please note that withdrawal from a course may impact financial aid; it is strongly recommended a student consult with the professor, an adviser, and financial aid before withdrawing from the course.

If you do not access the course website or contact me letting me know of your absence for a period of seven (7) consecutive days, you will be contacted, and if there is no communication within 48 hours, you may be withdrawn from the course up until the withdraw deadline. After the withdraw deadline, students with an absence of more than 7 days will receive the final grade that is earned according to the course grading policy.

Student Code of Conduct in an Online Environment
Valencia College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning, but the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at Valencia College, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the online environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of online learning for other students may be directed to Student Services.  Violation of any classroom or Valencia rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia.  Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.  You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.

[bookmark: _Toc445741292][bookmark: _Toc445741293]Academic Honesty
Each student is required to follow Valencia policy regarding academic honesty.  All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the student’s individual thoughts, research, and self-expression, unless the assignment specifically states “group project.”  Any act of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with Valencia policy as set forth in the Student Handbook and Catalog. At Valencia, we expect the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic dishonesty is prohibited in accordance with policy 6Hx28: 8-11 upheld by the Vice President of Student Affairs (http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/).   Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive.  

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the act of taking another individual’s writings or ideas and passing them off as your own. This includes directly copying even a small portion of the text, indirectly taking thoughts by paraphrasing ideas without correctly attributing to the source (meaning both with signal phrases and in-text parenthetical citations), using papers written in previous courses (self-plagiarism), and using another individual’s research without the correct attribution. Any act of plagiarism or academic dishonesty will result in an automatic failing grade on the assignment, no matter how small the infraction; to clarify, this means the assignment will receive no points. Additional action may be taken with the college’s administrative offices.  Do not endanger your academic career: If there is a severe issue, you are confused about what constitutes plagiarism, or you feel dishonesty is your only solution, contact me immediately and we will discuss the matter. Remember, once the assignment has been submitted, there is no distinction between unintentional plagiarism and intentional plagiarism – it’s just intentional in my eyes. Students’ work will be submitted through Canvas’s plagiarism assessment tool. If Plagiarism or a grade below 70% occurs, a rewrite is required and the rewrite will automatically be reduced by a letter grade or 10 points. Thus, students ought to make use of the Librarian/Writing Tutors! Rewrite papers are due one week after student notification. A 0/Zero % Plagiarism is unacceptable due to advancements in AI technology & a rewrite is thus, required.

Internet Research Statement
Because of the variety of sources, ease of publication, lack of central control, and proliferation of commercial information on the free Internet, it is often hard to tell if information obtained online is reliable.  Many sites contain research and information of high quality; however, unlike traditional print publications or library-based electronic resources, there is usually no process of peer review, nor is there an editor verifying the accuracy of information presented on the Internet. There are an increasing number of sites containing information that may be incomplete, anonymously written, out-of-date, biased, fraudulent, or whose content may not be factual. Students should, therefore, use caution in use of the free Internet for their research needs.  For academic topics that are addressed in scholarly literature, use of electronic databases or visiting the library may better meet your needs.  However, each professor makes the final determination of what is, or is not, accepted as a valid source, so review the syllabus for specific guidelines from your professor.
Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with their professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/  
Personal Policy: If you require any special accommodations for the course, do not hesitate to let me know. You have my permission to tape record anything in the course; any additional accommodations must go through the Office for Students with Disabilities (see below).
From the Office for Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. All requests will be kept in strict confidence.
Student Assistance Program
Valencia College is interested in making sure all of our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management, as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home, or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.
Distance Tutoring & Technology Support at Valencia: You can easily access Valencia’s free distance tutoring and tech support from a computer, laptop or mobile device.
Distance tutoring services are provided fully online via Zoom.   Through this service, you will receive real-time assistance via a Valencia tutor. Online tutoring is offered in: mathematics, sciences, accounting & economics, computer programming, EAP and foreign languages, and writing.
Online Learning Technology Support services are also available. Students can receive assistance with navigating: Canvas, OneDrive, Zoom, YouTube, and Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, & PowerPoint).  Support is also provided for video editing (via iMovie and MovieMaker) and converting documents from a Mac to PC.  Tech support is available live (on-demand) via Zoom, by appointment, or via email.   Students are encouraged to use the 24/7 Canvas Help located inside Canvas by clicking on the “Help” icon.
To get started using the Distance Tutoring and Learning Technology Support services, please visit www.valenciacollege.edu/tutoring.  Through this site, you can view the schedule of tutors/tech support assistants, find available times, learn more about the services, and access a collection of supplemental resources that are available 24/7.
Hours of Operation:
Monday-Friday: 8 am – 10 pm
Saturday & Sunday: 9 am – 7 pm
Disclaimer
The syllabus, assignments, even pop-quizzes, etc., and due dates are subject to change at the discretion of the professor.



Course Schedule

First Meeting – January 10, 2023. Classroom meetings are in Bldg, 100, Rm 204.

Welcome, Review First Day, PPT, Syllabus, etc. Chapters will follow in a sequential manner from the First Day/Meeting throughout the semester. Reminder, only 3 of your chosen Muddiest Point assignments are required and reminders are given across this Course Schedule and upon the Canvas Calendar. Due dates for all assignments & tests are listed in the Canvas Calendar too. All submissions must be in Microsoft Word! A ZERO GRADE otherwise! 



[bookmark: _Hlk123807764]Welcome to our First meeting! Introducing our Canvas Home page, the Syllabus, Calendar, Textbook, Mandatory Attendance Assignment, Muddiest Point, Papers, etc. Begin reading Ch. 2 Creation Myths: Intro, Hebrew, Chinese, Yoruba, Cherokee, pages 5-44, = (5 Myths).

Syllabus Quiz/Mandatory Attendance – by Sep. 07, 2023

Ch. 2 Creation Myths: Intro, Mesopotamian, Hebrew, Chinese, Yoruba, Cherokee, pages 5-44. 
1. Your chosen Muddiest Point Assignment Due = 100 points. 					
Due dates are on the Canvas Calendar, only 3 chosen Muddiest Point assignments required.
Ch. 3 Flood Myths: Mesopotamia, Hebrew, Huichol of Western Mexico, Maori of New Zealand.

2. Your chosen Muddiest Point Assignment Due = 100 points. 
Due dates are on the Canvas Calendar, only 3 chosen Muddiest Point assignments required.
Email Review for Quiz 1 (Creation and Flood Myths).

[bookmark: _Hlk521062448]Quiz 1: Ch. 2 & 3 = 100 points. 
Ch. 4 Supreme Being Myths: Mesopotamia, India, Trinity, Allah.

3. Your chosen Muddiest Point Assignment Due = 100 points. 
Due dates are on the Canvas Calendar, only 3 chosen Muddiest Point assignments required.
Ch. 5 The Great Goddesses: Isis, Gaia, The Morrigan, Odudua and Yemaja
4. Your chosen Muddiest Point Assignment Due = 100 points. 
Due dates are on the Canvas Calendar, only 3 chosen Muddiest Point assignments required.
Midterm Exam = 100 points.
	Midterm Feedback = 50 points.
Myth Papers Due via Canvas, submitted through Unicheck 
Ch. 6 The Dying and Rising Gods: Osiris, Wanjiru, Balder, Jesus 
5. Your chosen Muddiest Point Assignment Due = 100 points. 
Due dates are on the Canvas Calendar, only 3 chosen Muddiest Point assignments required.
Ch. 7 The Tricksters: Anansi, Krishna, Maui, Coyote
6. Your chosen Muddiest Point Assignment Due = 100 points. 
Due dates are on the Canvas Calendar, only 3 chosen Muddiest Point assignments required.
[bookmark: _Hlk123807155]Ch. 8 The Heroes: Momotaro, Beowulf
1. Your chosen Muddiest Point Assignment Due = 100 points. 
Due dates are on the Canvas Calendar, only 3 chosen Muddiest Point assignments required.
Email Quiz 2 Review (Ch. 6 & 7).

Quiz 2: Chapters = 100 points.

Final Exam Review
Final Exam = 100 points, Grand Total Score Available = 950 points.
Final Exams: Required, as indicated above.

Final Exam is on Thursday, December 7, 2023 -10:00 am – 12:30 pm.

ABOUT FINAL EXAMS
Students should expect a final examination in all Valencia courses. It is the student's responsibility to know the time and location for each course's final examination, to be attendant and on time for the scheduled exam, and to be familiar with each instructor's policy and procedure for the exam; additional information can be found in the individual instructor's course syllabus.
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